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2021 International Mechanical Code - Sec. 1101.9 Locking Access Port Caps (Delete)
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REASON: Thoroughly explain the need and reason for the proposed change to include the following:

-ldentify the problem.

-Explain the rational for the proposed change.

-Describe the environmental impact.

-Is the proposed change comparable to federal rules or national or regional standards in similarly situated states, based upon geographic location,
topography, natural resources, commonalities, or economic similarities? If the proposed change exceeds standards in those states, explain why and
specify costs and benefits.

-ldentify individuals and groups affected by the proposed change and the impact on these groups.

-Are there any reasonable alternatives to the proposed change? If so, please provide those alternatives.

-What is the fiscal impact for the proposed change? Provide a cost/benefit analysis.

-Estimate the actual statewide compliance costs of the proposed rule.

-What are the primary and direct benefits of the rule?

-Estimate any cost increases or reductions to businesses, individuals, groups, or governmental units as a result of the rule.

As well as any other information appropriate to assist with a clear understanding of the issue. During the rulemaking process, the need and reasoning
of all proposed rule changes should be identified. By including a detailed explanation, the general public will gain a better understanding on all aspects
of the proposal. Providing an explanation on the need and rationale for the proposal is optional; however, MCL 24.245 requires the department to pro-
vide proper justification for each proposal. Without this important information, the department may not be able to document appropriate justification
and merit for a proposal. For further information, please refer to the Administrative Procedures Act of 1969.

The current 2015 Michigan Mechanical Code, as adopted by Mich Admin Rule R 408.309014a,
excluded the requirement for locking access port caps on refrigerant systems. As previously
identified by the Bureau of Construction Codes (BCC), preventing theft of the refrigerant from a
refrigeration system is beyond the scope of the code for providing minimum safety standards. The
BCC has not provided any supporting documentation that would justify adding this requirement to
the Michigan Mechanical Code.
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	Proposed Revision: 2021 International Mechanical Code - Sec. 1101.9 Locking Access Port Caps (Delete)
	Proposed Language: 1101.9 Locking access port caps.

Refrigerant circuit access ports located outdoors shall be fitted with locking type tamper resistant caps or shall be otherwise secured to prevent unauthorized access.

Exception: This section shall not apply to refrigerant circuit access ports on equipment installed in controlled access such as on roofs with locked access hatches or doors. 


	Details: The current 2015 Michigan Mechanical Code, as adopted by Mich Admin Rule R 408.30901a, excluded the requirement for locking access port caps on refrigerant systems.  As previously identified by the Bureau of Construction Codes (BCC), preventing theft of the refrigerant from a refrigeration system is beyond the scope of the code for providing minimum safety standards. The BCC has not provided any supporting documentation that would justify adding this requirement to the Michigan Mechanical Code.
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